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KILSBY 2019 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 21st May 2019 at 7.00pm in Kilsby Village Hall  

Under the Chairmanship of  

Councillor Jenny Fisher, Chairman of Kilsby Parish Council 

Present: Chairman – Jenny Fisher; 20 members of the Parish. Clerk – Clare Valentine 

               District Councillor C Lomax. 

1. Welcome from Chair of the Meeting (Councillor J Fisher) - Report A 

2. Apologies  

Parish Councillors S Stainton and B Gent. Christmas Tree Committee and Neighbourhood Watch Phil Martin. 

3. Confirmation of the Minutes held on 17th April 2018.  

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of 18th April, 2018 were taken as read and approved and signed as a correct 

record. 

4. Matters arising 

To note the Parish Council is currently advertising for three Councillor Vacancies. 

There has been a slight delay with village grass cutting this month and a cut is planned. 

5. Financial Statement 

Chairman read a report prepared by Clerk/RFO to Kilsby Parish Council as published in the Kilsby Kronickle June-July 

2019 Edition.  

The Parish Council budget for this year is £46,830.00. After holding it at the same level for two years there is slight 

increase of £920.00 on 2018/2019. This year the Parish Council have also considered the unitary changes and how 

this could affect our responsibilities. As we have not yet been consulted as to how we may be affected, we have 

sensibly considered and allocated spend towards such things as village maintenance under a wider banner to be 

used within our powers. This is for tasks like weeding, entrances to the village, tree work and keeping the village 

smart. We have seen a reduction in some services from the local authority over the last 12 months and last 

summer the weeds were a particular problem in and around the village. This will hopefully help with Parish Council 

owned areas including the Cemetery and also the Recreation Ground. Monies have also been allocated towards 

Community projects and we have increased the Village Grants availability. Full Budget 2019/2020 can be found on 

the village website. 

Last year’s income (non-precept) was £10,316.77. A percentage of the total capital reserves to date has been 

allocated to the Kilsby Heritage Project, although an application for a Heritage Grant is being worked on currently. 

A total of £1062.99 was issued in village grants which includes Kilsby Brownies and Guides, the W.I. and Welcome 

Pack costs plus others. 

6. Reports from District and County Councillors. 

District Councillor Catherine Lomax - Report B.  

 

7. Reports from any Village organisation that wishes to give a report on their year’s activities. 

Reports from Village Organisations 

 

Reports were received from:- 

The Poors Land Charity, Town Lands Charity and Moses Cowley Charity Kilsby – Mrs Janet Chappell   (Report C) 

Kilsby Christmas Tree Committee – Sharon King (Report D) 

Kilsby Neighbourhood Watch – Phil Martin (Report E) 

Kilsby Good Neighbours – John Graham and Gillian Farmer (Report F) 

Kilsby WI Annual Report June 2018 – May 2019 – Karen Gilmurray (Report G) 

Kilsby Kronickle – Christina Lomas (Report H) 

Kilsby School Association – James Carpenter (Report I) 

Kilsby Village Community Shop (Verbal report at meeting J)  

Reports concluded at 19.55 
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The Chairman proceeded with Clive Thompson to present to the meeting attendees Kilsby Parish Council’s Heritage 

Project. They have asked residents and groups that attended to help with the content of the history boards and to 

gauge what residents would like to see as the design of the boards is quite technical and has a high word count. S 

ome organisations including the Poor Land’s Charity and History Group will be sent the information to review.  

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the meeting and for all the reports.  

 

In the absence of further business the meeting closed at 20.55 

Full report can be found on the website www.kilsbyvillage.co.uk 

Clare Valentine – Clerk to Kilsby Parish Council. Tuesday 21st May, 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPORT Kilsby Annual Parish Meeting – 21st May 2019 

Chairman’s Report: Year ended 31 March 2019 

Parish Council People Changes  

http://www.kilsbyvillage.co.uk/
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The last 12 months have seen a lot of change in personnel for the council:  

In June Clare Valentine replaced Catherine Camp as parish clerk. Clare is an experienced councillor and has been busily 

acquiring the legal and practical knowledge that is required for the parish clerk’s role. Clare is currently undertaking a 12 

month training course in order to achieve the Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA). Clare has settled into her 

role as parish clerk and is a welcome asset for the council.   

Our chairman Charles Smedley left the council at the end of September and Jenny Fisher was appointed chairman with 

Richard Thompson as vice chairman. 

Tom Moore, Diana King, Francesca Kirtley-Paine and Liz Rochford have all left the council for various reasons – such as new 

employment roles; getting married and other family reasons.  In their place we have welcomed Mike Margetts; Robin 

Nicholls and Clive Thompson but currently have three unfilled councillor vacancies. 

District Council and County Council and the new Unitary Council 

Our District Councillor Catherine Lomax continues to keep us well informed and supports us by attending our monthly 

meetings and writing in Kilsby Kronickle.  Currently there is a major reorganisation due to the split of Northamptonshire 

County Council into two unitary councils, meaning the abolition of district councils. Daventry District Council’s area along 

with South Northamptonshire Council and Northampton Borough Council will form the new unitary that will cover Kilsby. 

Catherine has advised us that parish councils are not to be directly consulted on the changes, as parish councils will remain 

(although clearly we will all be affected). Parliamentary approval for the change has only recently been given, which has 

meant that the implementation date has been put back a year to April 2021    

Councillors Bob Gent and Richard Page have started to attend cluster meetings with some of the other local parish councils, 

where they are having discussions on how working together might benefit parish councils under the new structure. 

Volunteers Supporting the Council 

In early 2019 Cressida Woodcock Sweales began helping us in the role of Secretary for Kilsby Recreation Ground. David 

George is continuing to support us whilst we seek to acquire new park equipment via the Section 106 funds arising from the 

A361 development. 

We continue to receive help from Helen Smedley and Chris Lomas in their roles as Burials Clerk and Kilsby Kronickle editor 

respectively. We thank them both for their hard work and commitment. 

The Youth Club ceased in late 2018. Efforts are currently underway to get a new club up and running. Such initiatives rely on 

the support of the village and we would like to thank the volunteers who have recently come forward. 

Thanks also go to Julie Bunyan and Tom Hindle who stepped forward for the roles of Flood Wardens. They have put 

together an “emergency plan” for Kilsby and recently secured a grant to help with flood prevention. The emergency plan is 

a risk based plan and covers more than floods. The plan can be found on the village website. 

Speeding is frequently raised as an issue in the village. One of the few areas where we are able to be actively involved in 

speeding on a practical level, is with Speedwatch. We were therefore happy to welcome Debbie Marsh who came forward 

to accept the role of Speedwatch coordinator. Debbie and her team will be operating the equipment later in Kilsby in June 

and July 2019.  

Good Neighbour Schemes operate in some villages. John Graham and Gillian Farmer are kindly giving their time to research 

the appropriateness of such a scheme for Kilsby. 

Planning and Development  

The past 12 months have been relatively quiet on the planning front with no proposals for major developments.  
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The houses on the A361 have all now been completed and we welcome all the new house owners to Kilsby. The Welcome 

Pack initiative instigated by Chris Lomas is continuing with packs provided to newcomers, preferably delivered to them by 

their neighbours. 

Highways and the Environment 

A World War 1 memorial bench was acquired and has been sited on the Ashby Road side of Devon Ox Green. Some villagers 

think the bench looks isolated, whilst others appreciate the panoramic view across the green. It was sited where it is, in 

order to satisfy the villagers who suggested the Green and those who suggested somewhere along the Ashby Rd/The Banks 

stretch. 

The March litter pick organised by Councillor Sarah Stainton continues to be a successful community event with a positive 

impact on the environment. 

Councillors Sarah Stainton and Tom Moore plus Janet Chappell, Chris Lomas and Victoria Devaney entered Kilsby into 

Northamptonshire ACRE's 'Best Village' competition. Kilsby won the 'Best Newcomer Award'. Feedback from the organisers 

was positive but an area identified for improvement is that Kilsby needs more facilities for young people. We are hoping 

that the new youth club plans will be successful and that our aspirations for the recreation park will be fulfilled. 

In December 2018 areas of Kilsby were designated by Daventry District Council as Conservation Areas which has led to the 

adoption of supplementary planning documents that will be used to help determine planning applications. 

Going Forward For 2019-2020 

The village website is a useful facility for storing village documents but it could be so much more. We would like to see it as 

a “go to” place for what is happening in Kilsby. But to make it a more vibrant and colourful website that is kept “current” we 

need someone with an interest in that area, who can upload data for us. Our Facebook page can be a real time 

communication tool but to have a “living” website remains an aspiration.     

The parish council remains interested in purchasing/renting a parcel of land that could be used as a Pocket Park. If you are 

the owner of such land on or near the village boundary please get in touch.  

In a few minutes we will talk about the Heritage History Boards and where we are at with that project. As already stated we 

have vacancies for three new councillors. With the changes in the council structure as well as the fact that next year is an 

election year for councils, now would be a good time to join. If you are interested please contact Clare. 

Finally thank you to everyone that has served on the council in the last 12 months and to all those who have supported us - 

it can be quite challenging at times. 

Councillor Jenny Fisher, Chairman of Kilsby Parish Council 21 May 2019 

 

REPORT B  

District Councillor’s Report for Kilsby Annual Parish Meeting 2019 

I reported in 2018 that the most significant event of the year was the collapse of the County Council. This has 

continued to dominate through 2018-19. For Daventry District Council this has meant, in addition to keeping all 

its services and activities running as normal, a huge amount of time has been taken up by Members and officers in 

discussions about the future of DDC and local government in the county. Two weeks ago the Government 

confirmed that two new unitary authorities, will be set up. All current councils in the county will be abolished. 

Daventry and South Northants Districts, and Northampton Borough, will be combined to form West 

Northamptonshire Council. The Government’s concentration on Brexit has caused significant delay to the timing, 

and this will now take effect in May 2021. 
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For the last 14 years DDC has been pursuing an ambitious regeneration programme, which involved development 

on 5 sites in the town. For various reasons progress has been slow overall, though some projects have come to 

fruition. The plan to build a commercial development, including a supermarket, at the bottom of Ashby and 

Braunston Roads in Daventry has been reduced. The development of a new shopping area behind the High Street 

has been abandoned, and now a cinema and restaurants will be built there. The long-promised new library has 

been re-located on the ground floor of the Abbey Centre. The canal arm scheme has been abandoned, and the 

likelihood of the town extension east of the country park seems as far away as ever. 

As DDC has considerable reserves, unlike the other local authorities, it has been spending them in the District so 

that those funds, raised in our area, are not swallowed up by the new unitary. So the grants budget for voluntary 

organisations was doubled, and large sums have been allocated to projects such as a new building for Reach for 

Health, improvements to the Sports Park in Daventry, new play equipment at the Country Park. 

Two significant changes in the year have been the start of the partnership with Norse for the collection of waste 

and grounds maintenance, and the launch of the Local Lotto scheme. The change to the so-called 1-2-3 service 

under Norse seems to have gone well, although inevitably there were some minor teething troubles, and there is 

general acceptance that it is much better overall than the former service from Amey. I am a member of the Liaison 

Board which meets regularly with the Norse management, and there is a willingness to listen, to co-operate, and to 

deal with any problems that arise. 

The Local Lotto scheme was launched a year ago, and has so far raised over £26,000          for local good causes, 

with 803 individual winners claiming altogether £7800 in prize money for a £1 ticket, and other prizes in kind also 

being distributed. 

I mentioned last year the Settlements and Countryside Local Plan which has been worked on for several years. 

This was finally submitted for inspection by a planning inspector early this year, and that public examination will 

take place shortly. 

The Big Switch initiative has run again during the year, giving householders the chance to find a cheaper 

electricity tariff. The Good Neighbour Scheme has been promoted in conjunction with Northamptonshire ACRE, 

and a number of villages have set up initiatives. The Country Park has yet again achieved a Green Flag Award, 

and is still a huge attraction for people across the district, and the District has just won an award for its various 

environmental efforts, putting it into the top 5%  in the country. The annual sports awards, recognising 

achievement across age groups and sports was also run again. 

DDC won its bid to host the final Northamptonshire stage of the Women’s Cycling Tour in June, and the event 

was a great success. 

It isn’t possible to give more than a flavour of what has been happening at DDC in the last 12 months. I have 

continued as a member of the Licensing Committee and of a number of working groups, including the A5 

Member Partnership, a grouping of all the boroughs and counties through which the A5 passes between Cannock 

and Towcester. It liaises with Highways England, the Police and other agencies to discuss and resolve, where 

possible, the many common problems that the road causes to local communities throughout its length.. 

I have taken up a number of issues on behalf of individual residents and the parishes in the ward during the course 

of the year, and I remain ready to deal with any District Council issues you may have. A reminder of my contact 

details, which have changed, is below. 

 

Catherine Lomax 

District Councillor, 
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REPORT C 
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Kilsby Christmas Tree Committee Report – 2018-19 

 

The Kilsby Christmas Tree Committee have had another successful year. We held the 

following fundraising events: 

 

1. Refreshments at the Produce Show  

2. Halloween event  

3. Strictly Come Dancing Sweepstake  

4. Light switch-on event on Saturday 1st December 2018  

 

In total from all of these events we raised £585.00. The costs involved to provide these events 

come to a total of £562.00.  

 

We continue to have a lot of support for all of the events from the village and are planning the 

same events for this year.  

 

The Christmas Tree Light switch-on event for this year is on Saturday 7th December 2019. 

 

For further information contact Sharon King on 07508228736. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

REPORT D  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Kilsby Annual Parish Meeting Page 9 
 

REPORT E  

Kilsby Neighbourhood Watch 2019 

 

The number of members of the village Neighbourhood Watch has declined dramatically since the system changed 

last year and the administration changed to now being controlled by Neighbourhood Watch itself.  The police still 

input and there are messages nearly every day. 

 

I no longer control the details of members and all villagers who want to become, or continue, as members have to 

register on-line themselves. 

 

This is done by application to  

 

http://www.northantsnhw.co.uk 

 

and following the instructions. There is a choice to give as little or as much information each individual wishes to, 

mainly for statistical reasons. 

 

Each member can then choose how much information they wish to receive, either just local or villages further 

afield. 

 

I will be notified of any new enquirer, as I have to verify their identification and issue relevant stickers etc. 

 

In this time of social media usage I am surprised that so few villagers want to receive the police circulations. For 

example, in the last few days there were circulations about a burglary in Barby, a caravan stolen in Crick, a quad 

bike stolen in another nearby village as well as thefts of, and from vehicles.  

 

At the current time Kilsby has been relatively crime free but being aware of other local incidents as well as police 

circulations can help to increase vigilance. 

 

Phil Martin 

 

kilsbynhw07@yahoo.co.uk  01788 822700 

 

REPORT F 

KILSBY (VERY!) GOOD NEIGHBOURS 

Feasibility Study coming through your door soon 

For some time now we’ve been considering setting up a good Neighbours Group in the Village and are about to 

send out a feasibility study on this proposed new initiative.    The study will be delivered to every home in the area 

and will be asking you to complete one of two things.   1) If you’d be willing to do something worthwhile in the 

community and can spare an hour or so a week to Volunteer to help get this new initiative up and running, and   2)  

If you’re the sort of person who would like to become a member of the KGN Club and participate in the events on 

offer.  We need to know both of these numbers before we can proceed further.       
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We estimate that out of a population of around 1600 people, about a quarter of them are retired.   That’s around 

300 older people in Kilsby.   Many of them are already involved in one or more of the groups that are active in the 

community and we don’t wish to duplicate the good work these groups are already doing. 

 

However, we know that some older people aren’t attending other village groups as they are less able to get out and 

about easily without help. And there are some who are just too reticent to turn up to things of interest on their 

own:  they’d like to go, but would feel more comfortable going with someone else initially.   This is where the 

Volunteers would truly come in to their own by helping both these groups with transportation, befriending, etc  

 

Our idea is initially to set up regular weekly (or monthly – depending on the interest) afternoon tea and cake 

sessions, often inviting expert Speakers to chat to club members on a wide variety of subjects.   These subjects 

could be anything from how to use modern technology like mobile phones and tablets,  how to save a great deal of 

money by changing energy suppliers, to whether you’re receiving all the benefits you’re entitled to. 

 

On the Volunteer side we’d be looking for friendly, enthusiastic people to help out with transportation to and from 

our afternoon teas:  people who are willing to ‘befriend’ an older person and who would encourage them to 

participate in what the KGN scheme has to offer them. 

 

So when our postal survey drops through your door please consider whether you could help us with this new 

project   –   or indeed, if you’d like to become a member of the Club itself and get to know people in the village 

better.     Complete/return the Survey by the date suggested and drop it off at the Village Shop.     Or if you prefer, 

you can contact Gill Farmer, 8 North Street (email: gillianfarmer@icloud.com) or John Graham, 25 Rugby Road  

(email:  johngrahamobe@btconnect.com) direct. 

 

 

REPORT G  

 

Kilsby WI Annual Report June 2018 ~ May 2019 

We have 32 members. 

Over the past year we have had a good variety of speakers:- 

 Biff Raven-Hill  ~ brought alive the ethos of a wartime housewife – which still applies today. 

 Terry Penny   ~ explained the stories behind those so familiar (but misunderstood) nursery rhymes. 

 Anita Chipalkatty ~ demonstrated Indian cookery. 

 Dr Gill White  ~ led us through the fascinating life of Mary Queen of Scots. 

 Peter Ayton   ~ explained what being a Freemason is really all about. 
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 Ann Simonsen   ~ led us through some useful exercises and told us a little about the history of Pilates. 

 Clive Fowles   ~ talked to us about the project to try to reconcile people in Croatia, Serbia & Bosnia 

 Wendy Potts  ~ Wendy & Kevin gave us a fascinating insight into honey bees – they have 400 

hives! 

In June 2018 we had an excellent annual trip to Blenheim Palace near Oxford ~ a lovely house and the sun shone 

as well. This year we’re off to Hardwick Hall in Derbyshire. 

At our Christmas Party we and 61 guests had a lovely time listening to Rob Horn ~ a ‘Rat Pack’ style singer. 

 

At our May resolutions meeting we voted as follows:- 

 Oppose the decline in rural bus services ~ For : 14 Against :  0 Discretion : 4 Abstain : 0 

 Don’t fear the smear   ~ For : 2 Against :  0 Discretion : 16 Abstain : 0 

 

Events  

Theatre  The Play That Went Wrong (Northampton) 

  Entertaining Angels (Rugby) 

  Kinky Boots (Northampton) 

 

Craft   Floral Painting   ~ we had a wonderful teacher and we all managed to paint 

poppies 

  Brusho Painting   ~ what an amazing art material 

  Gelli Pad Painting  ~ great fun ~ we all managed to produce something we were proud of 

  Christmas wreath  ~ we amazed ourselves making lovely wreaths ~ led by Paula 

  Willow Weaving  ~ 9 of us had a very satisfying evening making a lovely willow 

wreath 

 

Other   Trips    ~ Bletchley Park, Westminster Abbey 

Kilsby Wellness Week  ~ we held a Meet the WI event as part of this week long event 

Federation Centenary Picnic  ~ this was held at Althorp House and was a lovely day out 

Centenary Tea Party   ~ at Barby was a great afternoon ~ we all wore our posh frocks & hats 

Scrabble contest   ~ we came second! 

  Canasta    ~ we play twice a month 
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  Lunch    ~ we enjoy lunch every 2 months 

  Annual Mother’s Day Stall ~ this was again a very popular event ~ thanks to all who supported 

us!  Village Litter Pick  ~ we took part in the village litter pick 

  Mystery walk    ~ we did Rugby which was fascinating ~ in July we’re doing 

Leicester 

  Hands of a Genius  ~ Graham Short talked about engraving on the head of a pin 

  Micro biotics & Yuck..  ~ 2 fascinating talks on our Microbiome and our ‘yuck’ response! 

Group Events   ~ Barby held a traditional carol service in December, then in April we had 

fun as we were entertained  to an ‘Accordion Adventure’. We hosted an evening with Brother John of the Lord 

Leicester Hospital. 

Get Creative    

~ We organised a craft & art exhibition in conjunction with the  

Nationwide organisation ‘Get Creative’. This encourages creativity in the community both for pleasure & mental 

health. The exhibition was a great success ~ thank you to all who exhibited & to all who visited. 

 

REPORT H 

KILSBY KRONICKLE 

REPORT TO THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 21ST MAY 2019 

 

During the year from April 2018 to the end of March 2019 we published six editions of Kilsby Kronickle – two of twenty pages, 

two of twenty-four pages, and two of twenty-eight pages.  All these were delivered to every house in Kilsby parish, including the 

new estate as the houses became occupied, and a copy of the current edition has also been included in each of the Welcome 

Packs given to new residents.   We have had to increase the number of copies printed over the year as Cildes Croft has become 

occupied and when the last few houses are sold there will be an additional 48 properties receiving Kronickle.   The magazine is 

also available on the village website.  

The cost of printing the magazine, at £2325.00 for the six editions, was 10% higher than in 2017-18, partly because of the 

additional copies needed and an increase in the rates charged by our printer, but also because we had some colour pages in the 

December-January edition – an innovation for us. However, the extra cost of these colour pages was passed on to the 

advertisers who placed the colour advertisements so no extra burden was placed on the Parish Council.   Income from 

advertising during the year was £1399.25, a substantial increase on last year, and the net cost to the Parish Council of the 

production of the magazine was £925.75, plus editorial expenses of £77.14, a total of £1001.89.   The budget the Parish Council 

had set for the year was expenditure of £2400 and income of £500 so the budgetary targets were comfortably met.  

I would like to thank those who have helped me to edit the magazine during the year – Laura Treacy, Richard Linnell and David 

George; all those who have contributed articles, updates and photographs; our advertisers; and last but by no means least, the 

dedicated team of delivery volunteers, and John and Brenda Beeston who do the distribution to those deliverers.  I would also, 

as always, like to thank the Parish Council for its support of the magazine, both financially and in other ways, and in particular 

the two Parish Clerks I have worked with during the year – Catherine Camp and Clare Valentine – whose help has been 

invaluable. 

Christina Lomas 
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REPORT I 
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REPORT J 

Kilsby Village Community Shop Trish Brown - Manager gave a very positive review of the village 

Community shop and the lovely range of food they stock and have been sampling some products 

recently at local events such as the KSA May Fayre, including advertising. They have an extensive range 

of products covering almost everything and if you don’t see it let them know and they will we will 

endeavour get it in. The shop also has fresh artisan breads from John Dwyer’s as well also other 

delicious locally sourced produce such as sausages and honey. They are introducing a range of fresh 

sandwiches for lunch. They would like shop signage around the village and have been looking into 

seeing if this is permitted and have also asked the Parish Council.  The shop has 30 volunteers and their 

AGM is 14th June, 2019. 


